CLASSE-TCATION 


Approved For Relea 408 


coe Tet TAD 
ents 


My 


VT 


sade a\E PRL PRET DSS 1A 
Res CHACR #2 bo hgr ccm 


INFORMATION REPORT op no. 


COUNTRY Guatenala 


SUBJECT Closing Session of the 
Transportation Conference 


PLACE 20X1A 
AQ! RED 


DATE OF 25X1C : 
ee os \ 


INFO. 


DATE DISTR. 13 Aug 52 
NO.OF PAGES 3. 


NO. OF ENCLS. 


(USTED BELOW) 


SUPPLEMENT TO 


L. On 13 “ay 1951 between nine and twelve o'clock in the evening, the closing 
session of the transportation conference was held in Guatenala City. About 
six hundred persons were present; stage decorations were approximately the 
sam* as for the opening session; guests of honer on the stage were representa~ 


tives and delegetes of the 
de Trabe jadores de America 


% 


Federacion Sindical “iundial (FS), the Confederacion 
Latina (CTAL), and the Guatemalan transportation 


unions. Not one high government functi:nary was identified among those present. 


2, ‘The opening speaker wos Virgilio Guerra, Salvadoran, an official of the Con~ 


federacion de Trabajadores 


de Guatemala (CTG) and Secreter; General of the Wood 


and Glass Union, who pronounced the "palabras de alausura.” 


3. p- second speaker was the 


Chilean member of the Chilean workers’ confedera= 


tion, Luis E. Sandoval, who referred to the success of the conference, and 


then spoke of the pressure 


being exerted upon the working class in Chile by 


the Chilean Covernment. . Ile blamed the troubles of his confederation on imperi- 
alisu in Chile. He said that in spite of everything, the Chilean workers were 


supporting all CTAL and #5 


' pesolutions and were continuing to struggle for 


political, social, and econoxic independence. 


Lh, Renate da Motta, Brazilian, member of the Brazilian workers’ confederativn, 
spoke in Portuguese. He first thanked the Suatesalan people for their courteoug 


recepti n of him. He then 
Jabor movenent ond pledged 


described the form and development, of the Brazilian 
unconéiticnal support to the FS and the TAL. 


5, ‘the next speaker wes “aurice Carrove of France, vice-president. of the Agricultur~ 
al and Forestry ‘iorkers' international Trade Union. He began his apeech with 


a history of the SI. since 


1920. He referred to the role of French labor in 


the Second jJorld jar, and spoke of the forces of laber unification operating 
in France since 1939, blaming prescnt labor troubles cn United States® insti- 

_ gation of the Third “orld Jar. He praised the important ecntributicn to peace 
being rade by French transportation workera in blocking by any means at hand 
the delivery of war materiel to Indo-China or other war theatres, Carroue® 


assured Guatumale that the 


French people were pacifistic and making every effort 


to blick impe.ialist attenpts to cause the "new war." Ke said they were opposed 
to the ~anufacture of war materials, preferring to produce materials that assured 
peace, varlos ‘vanuel Pellecer translated Carroue’s speech frou ¥reneh into 


Spanish, 23 he had done at 
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The fifth speaker was Vicente Lombardo Toledano, who beyan by calling the 
eceasicn an unforgettable one for Guateralan labor beccuse the conference 

was Closing with a1]. preparstions completed for the unification of the farm 
and worker moverients into a eingle organization (central unica) in spite of 
the efforts of U.S. imperialists to discredit and defame the work, Loubarde 
seconded the words of Louis Seillant in reassuring the workers of Guatemala 

at, this mouent, om the threshold of their battle, that they were supposted by 
thousands and thousends of workers everywhere in the world. le reminded the 
workers of their responsibilities to the organigaticr. cf the new aorker~farmer 
central, the success of which depended upon each and every worker and Sarner, 
He decied that this organization was a plot against the government and the 
people of Guate ala, but rather that it was indispensable for tie sonquest of 
ali workers' rights, such as the right of assembly, freedom of gpeech, the 
right to strike, anc so forth, He clased by proposing cheers: "Viva la Central 
Unica de Guatenala"; "Viwa la CTAL"s and "Vive la PSII." 


Virgilio Guerra announced that Victor ‘lanuel Gutierres had an iaportan® notice 
to give the Guate alan workers. Gutierrez then stated that at an extraordinary 
session attended by the CUAL and FS’ representatives and by twenty-eight deile~ 
gales from the execubive committees of farmer and worker anions, Lt bad been 
defiritely decided to create "la Central Sindicai Unica de Guateseia,” and that 
organ.zat or was beginning inmediately to pian a genmral assenbly to be attended 
by 211 workers of Guatemala fron which would be chosen the officers of the 
Central Unica ° 


Virgilio Guerra then returned to arncunce the final part of the last session 


of the conference and to read nessagrs of congratulation signed by Luis Cardoza 
y Aragon and by the Executive Comnittee of the Alianza de la Juventud Denceratica 
Guatenalteca (AJDG). He announced that by the end of next July the pro-peace 
committees would send over one hundred thousand Signatures fcr oeace to the 
Steckholu appeal, He also announcud the vorld Congress of Lemocratic Youth 

to be held beginning on 20 August jn Berlin, for which a delegaticr. fron the 
AJEDG was being selected, 


The final speaker was Louis Saillavt, who talked of the need for unity, and 
cited the Spanish Repub.ican strike in Naticnalist Spain, saying that everyone 
knew how the strikers had unified their efforts against Pranco, He said every~ 
one knew how much sacrifices the Republican souredcs had 2ade in order to cornsoli- 
date their forces, and that now, rappily, they were on the point of overthrowing 
Franco, He thought that everyone wished that the Spanis: Republicans could 
soon lower the Nationalist flag and raise the red ba. ner of the Republicans, 
Saillent then advised the workers ic use care in constructing the organization 
of whet he called the "Central Unisa de Brabajadores de fuaitemala,* since they 
would have to fight. constantly against divisionists, without feer, and with 
faith in the ultiuate victory of the world orginization, 

. ut 7 
Seillent, Carroue, and Lomberdo Toledano departed for Uexico City via PAA 
Flight Ne. 502 on 14 Vay 195%. It wae not Learned whether Fernandez, Guaman, 
and Ramirez also roturned to lealeo City. 


The activities of the six sessicns o: the Transport Conference were summarized 
the conferencu accomplished two main objectives: a) the 
ecision was reached to form a "Centrel Unice"™ for Guatesanlan dabor, and b) plans 
were made to organize « new political laber party based on the Farbido Revoln-- 
¢cionaric Obrero de Guatemala (PROG). 


The fourth session was held on 11 May 2951, and was the firs formal work session. 
Invited delegates, representatives, and executive committees of the Confederecion 
de Trabajadores de Guatenala (CTG), the Federecton Sindical de Guatemals (Ps¢), aad 
the Federacion Regional Central. de Trab:.jadorea de Guatenala (FRCTG) attended, 
Oniy the secretaries-ceneral of the executive committees had voices or votes. 

The pré-conference agenda were considers’) anc accord was voted. ‘The following 
points on the agenca were considered: 
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. contest, THIEL TRENCH AGENCY 
ra doe 


a, Cuarantees of workers’ rights thonld be sought from managesent ane govern 
nent in Central end Letin Amerlea,. 


b. Labor contracts should be planied and formated, 
c, the right to strike should be :ocognized internationally. 
dad, ‘Trade hazards should be recognited, 


e, ‘the right to assemble and form ulons should be recognized nationally and 
internationally. 


f. Social security should be made t) cover all transport workers in the 
vesterh Hemigphere. 


g» Paid vaeatio:.s, better salaries, education, and better shelter should 
be demanded. 


h. ‘lfutual co-operation among all l-ansaportation workers in Latin America and 
the world should be ettained, 


i, Leave plans settled for the urificati.n of all Guatemalan workers, 

13. Points ¢, ¢, and g were especiall; emphasized, Foint h was extended to include 
affording nxeans of travel te each Vorker tu any place, thus farilitating the 
interchange of idecs and strength ing the world lebor unification movement. 


2 


Point i was coneidered at toe fifi) session. 


14. The fifth session was hyid on 12 May, and the representatives of executive 
and political counitteva of tha ecfederetions aid principal syndicate affiliates 
attended. Among others, the repretentatives of (he Sindicato ce Aecion x 
“ejoramiento Ferrocar-ilero (SAUF) st-od out prownently.  foirt i of the agenda 
was acted upon. 


15. During the day of “3 Jay, Visiting delegates and reweuentasives we. 
visit Atitlen anc Antigua, Guatecala, ‘“laprice Carrow and ~eonerd. 
Flores visited th@ south ccast and the agriculteral gsies of ' Bequiot 
Ls “ay 1951, the PSt and CiuL representatives desurtel fer Vexico City. 
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